Very late stent thrombosis due to DES fracture: description of a case and review of potential causes.
Stent fracture and subsequent stent thrombosis are known complications after stent implantation, especially in stents with closed cell design like the first generation sirolimus drug eluting stents (DES). Late stent thrombosis is very rarely encountered in our patient population, majority Chinese. We report a case of non-ST elevation myocardial infarction as a result of very late stent thrombosis (three years after implantation) due to stent fracture at the site of overlap of two first generation sirolimus DES. There were initial difficulties in restoring coronary flow by conventional reperfusion therapies but a successful outcome after implantation of an endothelial progenitor cell capture stent, with no further recurrence of ischemic event after 12 months. An attempt was made to analyze all existing factors present and contributing to the stent fracture and stent thrombosis in this case, as reported in the literature.